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Stand Up for Nursing – Nursing Is a Professional Degree 
Did you know that the Department of Education has proposed that nursing will no longer be considered a “professional” graduate degree when applying for federal student loans? It’s true, provisions of a budget act passed last year would allow the Department of Education to exclude nurses from borrowing loans to obtain a master’s or doctoral degree in nursing at the “professional” higher limit degree level. This means while students of law, chiropractic medicine, and theology would be able to borrow up to $200,000 in federal student loans for their graduate education, nurses, teachers, and social workers (among others) would have a $100,000 lifetime cap. 
[bookmark: _Hlk220668259]AAOHN has been actively collaborating with other nursing organizations to fight back against these changes which would limit our ability to obtain graduate level education in nursing. We have also been working with members of Congress and asking for their assistance. AAOHN is one of the 65 member organizations of the Nursing Community Coalition (NCC). The NCC has been actively responding through their advocacy efforts as well. Rachel Minahan, Executive Director of the Nursing Community Coalition (NCC writes): 
“As you may have seen, the Department of Education (ED) released the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OB3A) proposed rule on Reimagining and Improving Student Education (see text here). As we anticipated, unfortunately, this proposed rule does not include post-baccalaureate nursing in the definition of "professional degree" programs. The 30-day comment period is currently scheduled to start (1/30). We are reviewing the proposed rule as we work to coordinate our unified response efforts… to ensure Nursing is a Professional Degree.”
Part of the federal rules process is to allow the general public a period of time to post their comments about any proposed rule change in the federal register. The comment period for this proposed change is opening on January 30th, for 30 days. AAOHN will be posting comments in opposition to these changes, and we encourage all of our members to post their thoughts as well (prior to the deadline). The Federal Resister notice can be found here: https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2026-01912/reimagining-and-improving-student-education
Thank you and let your voice be heard! 

